
Something To Ponder: A Custom Home Will Increase In Value. Will A Mobile Home Increase In Value?

We Only Use Premium Quality Materials... No Seconds.

Tinker Residential Construction, Inc.

Your payments may be less than
what you are paying for rent!

CUSTOM BUILT
- Three Bedroom
- Two Bathroom
- Constructed On  Your Level Lot

• 8" Block Foundation
• Premium Grade Framing
• All Framing 16" Centers
• Exterior Vinyl Siding
• Insulated Metal Doors
• Insulated Vinyl Windows 
   with Tilt Sash
• Painted Sheetrock Interior
• R-13 Wall Insulation
• R-38 Attic Insulation
• R-19 Floor Insulation
• 25 Year Shingle Warranty
• 5/12 Roof Pitch

• Ceiling Fans and Light Kits
• Electric Central Heat & Air
• Carpet & Vinyl Flooring
• 6-Panel Interior Doors
• Complete Interior Lighting
• Vented Vinyl Shelving
• Oak Kitchen Cabinets
• Matching Bath Vanities
• 1-Pc. Fiberglass Tub/Shower
   And 36" Shower

Home shown with optional: Gutters, Porch Rails, Brick Appearance Foundation, Upgraded Concrete Porch & Steps 
*Additional Charges May Apply If Constructed Outside of Area

Many Options 
  & Upgrades Available

Do Not Buy a Mobile Home 
or Throw Your Money Away on Rent!

Why pay rent or 
   live in a mobile home when 
      you can have this...

Starting At

 $92,500

731.847.3871 | www.tccrb.com
505 West Main Street | Parsons, Tennessee

Serving West Tennessee | shoppersclassifieds.com | 731-407-9140 June 9, 2023
Volume 15 - Issue 11

Meet Christy SlamanMeet Christy Slaman

Make the call TODAY to get your ad 
here and/or in 14 other newspapers 
and magazines in West Tennessee!

731-407-9140
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Graphic Designer & Advertising Specialist
christy@magicvalleypublishing.com

PICK ONE UP TODAY!

*Price includes footers, delivery, set-up, central heat/air, appliances, & 2 sets of steps.
Extra charge for distance beyond 100 miles. Ground prep, electric & skirting not included.

WWW.GAHOMESINC.COM

Serving this area for over 62 years!
731.885.5874 Highway 51

Union City
Land and Home 

Financing Available!

Crown
4 BEDROOM 
2 BATH 
1,493 SQ. FT.

Apex
3 BEDROOM 
2 BATH 
1,493 SQ. FT.

YOUR CHOICE $89,995
One of Each Left in StockOne of Each Left in Stock
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ANTIQUES OF ALL 
KINDS!  

Country Store 
Primitives, Large 

Estate Pieces And New 
Inventory Weekly, 

INCREDIBLE DEALS! 
FLETCHER ANTIQUES 
&  ARCHITECTURAL 

SALVAGE 
3850 Highway 79,  

Paris, Tennessee 38242  
Call 731-407-9595

Antiques

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (855) 443-0608

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with one time 
co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

YOU QUALIFY for Free 
Internet if you receive 
Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

3450 US HWY 45 N
HENDERSON, TN

24 Standard Sizes
To Choose From

(Barns)
8’ X 8’ To
16’ X 44’

Woodcrafts & MetalWoodcrafts & MetalWoodcrafts & Metal

FREE
DELIVERY
& SET-UP!

HOLIDAYS SPECIAL10% OFFALL SHEDSFINANCING & 
RENT TO OWN!

This space could 
be yours, free.

ANNUAL
CLAY
CLIMATE
CLIMBING
COMPOST
CONTAINER
DAPPLED
DECIDUOUS

DROUGHT
FERTILIZER
FILLER
HARDINESS
HOSE
HOUSEPLANT
IRRIGATE
MOUNDED

MULCH
PERENNIAL
ROOTS
SHADE
SOIL
SUN
TOLERANCE
TRAILING

Find the words hidden vertically, 
horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

Great Garden
Word Search

Answers page 4

Announcements
D&D WRECKER 
SERVICE, Under New 
Ownership. Owner 
Keith Foster, 30 Years 
Experience, Mckenzie, 
TN. 731-352-0104

Antiques
ANTIQUE HORSE-PULLED 
Disc, $125. 69 Olds 442 
Front Bumper, $125. 
Rear Bumper, $75. Paris 
Area, Call 731-336-3104

ANTIQUE SCHOOL DESK, 
Wood And Cast Iron. 
Can Send Pictures. Text 
Or Call 731-267-6187

COINS / BULLION: Morgan-
Peace-& American 
Silver Eagle Dollars, 
Silver Rounds, Bars & 
More! Quality Pieces, 
Fair Prices. Inventory / 
Prices: southerncoinco@
gmail.com

WANTED: OLD POPULAR 
Mechanics And Popular 
Science Magazines From 
The 1930s Thru 1970s. Call 
Wayne At 731-336-4390

ATVs
2003 HONDA 250 Recon 
4 Wheeler, Runs Good, 
$2,250. Call 731-418-0523

2007 KAWASAKI 250 
BAYOU, Runs Good, 
$2,250. Call 731-418-0523

99 HONDA 4-WHEELER 
/ Racs, Garden Tractor 
With Equipment, 
Mower- Craftsman- 
1000 42 In Cut, Huskee 
Riding Mower With 
Baggar. 731-616-5846

Campers/RV
1987 32MOTORHOME, 
Runs Good, $2,100. 
731-499-0960

2003 22CLASS C 
MOTORHOME, $14,500. 
731-499-0960

Electronics
LOGITECH SURROUND 
Sound System For 
Computer Gaming 
Excellent Condition 
$125. Text or leave 
message 731-343-5233

SAMSUNG GALAXY A13 
5G (unlocked) 6.5” Screen, 
Store New In Box, Screen 
Protector and Case 
Comes With It, Purchased 
New By Me. Still Under 
Samsung Guarantee 
$150 270-705-9130

Food & Produce
FRESH COUNTRY BROWN 
Eggs, Good And Ready 
To Go. 731-487-5272

Furniture
60KITCHEN TABLE, 6 
Chairs, $75. Electric 
Heater, Heavy Duty, 
$50. 731-784-9922

BEAUTIFUL SOLID 
WALNUT Full Size Bed, 
86 Inch Tall Headboard, 
36 Inch Tall Footboard. 
$500 OBO. 731-847-2958

END TABLES (2) Dark 
Wood Excellent Condition 
$50 For Set Text Or 
Leave Message 731-343-
5233. Can text photo

HOME MADE Eating 
Table. Made From 2x6’S 
7’ Long 38 1/2 Wide. 
Very Nice $100.00 
phone 731-618-7563

Guns & Ammo
BABY BROWNING, 
Belgium Made, 25
Automatic $375.00
12 Gauge,  
Lightweight
Belgium Made  
Browning
$1500.00  
Call 731-504-8463

FOUR AR15 MAGAZINES. 
One Is Original 
Bushmaster Magazine. 
$45 Cash. 731-257-0445.

S&W, SW22 VICTORY, 22 
Lr., Incl. 8 Boxes S&K Pistol 
Match 22 Lr, J. Dewey C/
Rod, W/Accs., Orig. Box. 
And Allen Case. $550 
Cash. Call 731-257-0445.

Hunting Equipment
3 DEER CAMERAS With 
Clear Cards Plus Card 
Reader, All With Batt 
And All Mounts. All For 
$200. 731-935-2253

Job Wanted
NEED SOMEONE To Do 
Handyman Repairs And 
Yardwork In The Jackson, 
Tn Area. 731-267-1648

Lawn Equipment
GOOD SELF PROPELLED 
Lawn Mower, Like New, 
$100. 731-420-4167

KAWASAKI GAS 
WEEDEATER With Extra 
Oregon Trimmer Head, 
New It Was $40, Both 
$150. 731-935-2253

Miscellaneous
1992 BMW R100 GS, 
54,000 Miles, With Solo 
And Dual Saddles And 
Luggage, Good Condition, 
Original Owner. Asking 
$4,000. Includes Two 
Shoei Full Face Helmets. 
731-441-0320

2000 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
Road King, Touring 
Motorcycle, 43,500 miles, 
Green, 2 Owners, Very 
Good Condition, Lots 
of Chrome, $6,300 Call 
John 731-441-0320

2000 HD ROAD KING 
Classic, 43,500 Miles, 
Very Good Condition, 
Lots Of Chrome With 
Touring Pack. Includes 
Shoei Half Helmet. Asking 
$6,000. 731-441-0320

2003 DODGE VAN, 
Good Condition, $2,500. 
21”New Toro Mower, 
$75. Old Large Vice 
$80. 731-468-4121

2006 DODGE MINIVAN, 
75,000 Miles, Runs Good, 
Michelin Tires, $4,700. 
Call 662-423-3033

225/65 / R17 (4) 
MICHELIN TIRES, 
Good Shape, $75. 731-
697-5148, Bradford

CAR TIRES, 215-60-
R16, Good Condition, 
$250. Call 731-418-0523

CARGO CARRIER, 
Styrofoam Coolers, Fan, 
Rollator, New Comode 
Chair, 2 Safe Shower 
Chairs, Air Compressor, 
Pet Carrier, 2 Metal Saw 
Horses. 731-549-9747

For sale: 53’ Reefer 
Truck Box unit available 
731-968-5343

FOUR DOOR SOFT 
Top, New, Tan Color, Fits 
Jeep Wrangler 2017 And 
Up. $700. 731-273-0432

HOMEMADE CRAPPIE 
Jigs, Brim Jigs, Insulated 
Hunting Clothes, Gloves, 
Boots, Rods And Reels, 
Jig Poles, Some Ammo, 
Etc.reloader, Paris, 
TN 731-642-2830

Pets
5 PUPPIES APPROX 6 
Weeks, Mom Border 
Collie,  
Dad Is Unknown,  
Free. Call Stanley 
731-798-6176

BORDER COLLIE PUPPIES, 
$300 OBO, Shots And 
Wormed, Will Meet. 573-
414-4601 Or 573-979-5375

LOOKING FOR FEMALE 
Cocker In Paris Or 
Surrounding Area. 
Call 415-577-9922

PUREBRED GERMAN 
SHEPHERD Puppies, $300, 
1 Male. 731-267-5873

RABBITS, PETS / BREEDERS,  
2 Bucks, 1/4 New Zealand, 
3/4 Rex. Very Tame, 
 8 Months Old. 
731-798-6314.

YORKIES FOR ADOPTIONS, 
CKC Registered, Lexington, 
TN. 731-614-7654

Real Estate
IMMACULATE TWO 
BEDROOM, Completely 
Remodeled, Single Family 
Home, Modern High-End 
Fixtures, Move-In Ready. 
Contact The Owner 
Today 629-777-2542

LOOKING FOR HOUSE In 
The Country To Buy With 
40-50 Acres That Has A 
Barn. 731-487-5272

For Rent
LOOKING FOR A Lady To 
Clean My House Out In 
The Country, For Free 
Rent. 731-420-4167

Services
AFFORDABLE HANDYMAN 
SERVICES Remodeling, 
Carpentry, Roofing, 
Electrical Or Plumbing. Any 
Kind Of Handyman Work. 
Repair Work, Maintenance 
Work, Interior And Exterior, 
Odd Jobs And Fix-Up Tasks 
Like Putting Up New Light 
Fixtures! Free Estimates! 
Call Today! 731-363-8425

DID YOUR BUSHES Die 
From The Recent Cold 
Snap?? I Can Help. I Have 
Specialized Equipment 
That Makes It A Snap. I Am 
Geared Toward Removing 
Multiple Small Tress (4 
Inches Or Smaller) Also 
Tree And Brush Removal 
No Matter What Size. Have 
Tractor, Grapple, Pallet 
Forks And Backhoe. 5 Star 
Rating References On 
Request. Veteran Owned 
And Operated, Licensed 
And Insured. 931-607-1094

IS YOUR CHA Ready? 
Complete System Cleaning 
And Check Up For Just 
$85. Experienced Since 
2006. Your Affordable 
Heating & Cooling Expert! 
No Need To Suffer! Call 
Now! 731-345-1286

OLE’S PRESSURE WASHING 
& Lawn Care. Free 
Estimates. Dependable 
And Affordable. Call Or 
Text 731-363-3066

PICK UP / HAUL Away 
Scrap Metal, All Kinds. 
A/Cs, Appliances, Water 
Heaters, Etc. 15 Mile 
Radius Of Lexington, 
TN. 741-798-6314.

Sports Equipment
ROADMASTER MT Sport 
SX 18 Speed Girls Bike, 
Excellent Condition, 
$125. Cell 731-345-0044

SCHWINN 3 WHEEL 
Bicycle Like New $100 
OBO. 731-487-3121

Trailers
WANT TO BUY USED 
Livestock Trailer, Bumper 
Pull Kind. Must Be In 
Good Condition Only, 
Reasonably Priced. 731-
787-6273 Or 731-487-5272

Want to Buy
BUYING LOUIS LDr. Seuss, 
And Golden Books In 
Quantity. Also Pyrex, 
Corning, Etc. Kitchen 
Dishes Except Clear 
Glass. 731-220-1958

LOOKING TO BUY A Good 
Used Riding  
Lawn Mower At A  
Reasonable Price, 
Not A Mtd, I Want A 
Cub Cadet Or John 
Deer. 731-487-5272

PAYING CASH For Elvis 
Presley Autographs, 
Concert Photos,  
Jewelry, Clothing. 
Paying Cash For Pre-
1975 Baseball Cards, 
Sports Autographs. 
Call 773-612-0918

USED BUMPER PULL Cattle 
Trailer, Want One With 
Gate  
In Middle, Only Cattle 
Trailers Not Horse 
Trailers. 731-487-5272

WANT TO BUY Coin 
Collections / Gold / Silver; 
Also Buying Pre-1980 
Sports Cards And War 
Relics 731-358-7330

WANT TO BUY Good 
Used Chevrolet Truck 
Around Gibson County. 
731-487-5272

WANT TO BUY Indian 
Arrowhead Collections, 
Large Or Small. Call Or 
Text Pics To 731-967-4183

WANT TO BUY Land 
With Hardwood Timber 
On It. 662-728-0718

WANT TO BUY Some Red 
Or Black Laying Hens. 
Call 731-487-5272

WANT TO BUY- Coin 
Collections, Gold, Silver, 
Pre-1980 Sports Cards, 
Vintage Comic Books, 
Vintage Guns And War 
Relics 731-358-7330

Guns & Ammo Pets Want to Buy
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D&D WRECKER SERVICE  
Under New Ownership

Keith Foster, Owner,  
30 Years Experience, McKenzie, Tn

 731-352-0104

Connecting Buyers & Sellers - New & Used Cars, Trucks & Bikes

C O N N E C T I O N

Sudoku

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each 3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 
thru 9. If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Answers page 4Place classified ads free by filling out form online at: 
https://magicvalleypublishing.com/shoppers-classified/

REQUIRED CUSTOMER INFORMATION:
(only your phone will be included unless you write it on the ad lines)

name:  

address/city:  

state/zip:   phone:  

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR AD TO SAY?
         
 5 words

         
 10 words

         
 15 words

         
 20 words

Additional words 25¢ each

         
 25¢ 25¢ 25¢ 25¢ 25¢

         
 25¢ 25¢ 25¢ 25¢ 25¢

ONLINE: MagicValleyPublishing.com/shoppers-classified
BY EMAIL: Christy@MagicValleyPublishing.com

BY MAIL: Family Classifieds, P.O. Box 899, Camden, TN 38320
Make checks payable to MVP

No refunds or credits given on classified ads. We will be happy to mark sold or remove the ad. Deadline for each 
printing is Monday by 2pm, the 2nd and 4th week of every month.

 Add a border & color background $2 per run
 All CAPS or bold type $2 per run
 Photos $5 per run

MAKE IT STAND OUT!

We print the 2nd & 4th Thursday each month!
ONLY ADS SUBMITTED BY MAIL, OUR WEBSITE, OR EMAIL ARE FREE.

$5 per ad to place by phone 731-407-9140.
$5 per publication for business classifieds.

FREE
CLASSIFIEDS!

3 EDITIONS!
20 WORDS OR LESS!

Your ad could go here for free email 20 words or less to 
christy@magicvalleypublishing.com

Harley DavidsonChevrolet
1997 Chevy tk. 6.5 diesel 
good motor tires body 
good flat bed weak 
trans. $3,000.00 Cash or 
trade in. 731-424-0977

2002 CHEVROLET 
SILVERADO 3500 Regular 
Cab, Gas, 76,600M, 
Flat Bed Dually, New 
Everything, $13,500. Call 
Or Text 731-225-6013

2011 CHEVROLET AVEO, 
183,000 Miles, Runs Great, 
Like-New Tires / Brakes, 
New Heater Core, Power 
Windows / Locks, No Lights 
On, New Timing Belt, Call 
for More Info! Great Deal 
$4,500. 
 731-333-0545

For Sale: 1952 Chev two 
door automotive good 
shape needs refinishing 
$4,000.00 or may offer. 
Call 731-285-6149

Ford
2000 FORD RANGER 
Extended Cab, Motor 
Blown Up, Needs 
Wheels And Tires, 
$450. 731-487-3121

Mercedes

2004 MERCEDES-BENZ 
CLK500, Convertible, 90K 
Miles, Trans In Limp Mode. 
Goes Forward / Backward,  
Won’t Shift Front Gears.  
$4,000 Firm.  
731-333-0545

2000 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
Road King, Touring 
Motorcycle, 43,500 miles, 
Green, 2 Owners, Very 
Good Condition, Lots 
of Chrome, $6,300 Call 
John 731-441-0320

Miscellaneous
2009 SHADOW SPIRIT 
Motorcycle, New Fork 
Seals, New Front Tire, 
No Issues, $3,500 
OBO. 731-336-1396

Chevrolet

This space could 
be yours, free.
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Woodcrafts & MetalWoodcrafts & Metal

METAL ROOFINGMETAL ROOFINGMETAL ROOFING
in 20 colors

Trim & Accessories
Screws 1½”  - $1650 for 250

Cut To Length

Residential - Commercial - Home Owners & Contractors Welcome!

731.989.7300     731.989.7300     

FREE
ESTIMATES
3450 US HWY 45 N
HENDERSON, TN

www.stollcraft.com

!
#1 Painted 40 Year 

$270 LN. FT.
#1 Galvalume 25 Year 

$217 LN. FT.

 SPECIALS 

No Job Too Big Or Small - WE JOB PACK!

GQC

www.gaitherqualityconstruction.com

Garages • Sunrooms • Home Additions
Roofing • Pole Barns

New Construction

270-804-00631354 State Route 307
Cunningham, KY

WHERE QUALITY IS OUR MIDDLE NAME

FREE
ESTIMATES

18 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

COMPETITIVE FINANCING NOW AVAILABLE!

GQC

www.gaitherqualityconstruction.com

270-804-00632523 State Route 849
Cunningham, KY

WHERE QUALITY IS OUR MIDDLE NAME

FREE
ESTIMATES

18 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Garages • Sunrooms
Home Additions • Roofing

Pole Barns • New Construction

COMPETITIVE FINANCING NOW AVAILABLE!

Like Us On
Facebook
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As the summer sun 
beams down with increas-
ing intensity, planning a 
road trip can be a fantastic 
way to make the most of the 
season. However, the high 
temperatures can also pose 
challenges to drivers and 
their vehicles. Follow these 
tips to ensure that your 
summer driving is safe, ef-
ficient, and enjoyable.

1. Check Your Tires: 
Heat can affect tire pres-
sure, which may lead to 
a blowout if not proper-
ly managed. Check your 
tire pressure regularly and 
make sure it aligns with 
your vehicle’s recommend-
ed PSI. Don’t forget to in-
spect your tires for signs of 
wear and tear.

2. Keep Your Engine 
Cool: Just like humans, 
cars can overheat in the 
summer. Regularly check 
your car’s coolant level and 
ensure it’s properly filled to 
the correct line. If the cool-
ant is discolored or has de-
bris, it’s time for a flush and 
replacement.

3. Protect Your Bat-
tery: Extreme heat can 
shorten a battery’s lifes-
pan. Ensure the battery is 
clean and tightly secured 

to prevent vibration. If your 
battery is more than three 
years old, it’s a good idea to 
have it tested.

4. Maintain Your Air 
Conditioning: Your car’s 
AC is its best defense 
against the summer heat. 
If your AC isn’t cooling as 
well as it should, you might 
need to recharge the refrig-
erant. Remember to replace 
your cabin air filter as per 
the manufacturer’s recom-
mendations.

5. Be Prepared for 
Glare: Bright sunlight can 
create visibility problems. 
Keep a pair of polarized 
sunglasses in the car and 
use your sun visors. Also, 
keep your windshield 
clean, as grime and streaks 
can exacerbate the glare.

6. Protect Your Car’s 
Interior: Direct sunlight 
can damage your car’s in-
terior. Use sunshades on 
your windshield to protect 
the dashboard, and consid-
er seat covers to safeguard 
your seats.

7. Stay Hydrated: De-
hydration can lead to dizzi-
ness, fatigue, and impaired 
concentration – all danger-
ous when driving. Always 
keep a bottle of water in the 

Entering the empty nest 
phase of life brings new-
found freedom and op-
portunities. Among the 
many decisions to be made, 
choosing the right car is 
an exciting endeavor. This 
blog post explores key con-
siderations and features that 
empty nesters should keep 
in mind while searching for 
their ideal vehicle, one that 
perfectly aligns with their 
lifestyle and preferences.

1. Embrace Versatili-
ty and Practicality: With 
children no longer in the 
picture, empty nesters have 
the freedom to prioritize 
versatility and practical-
ity in their vehicle choic-
es. Consider a car that 
offers ample cargo space 
for hobbies, travels, or any 
new ventures you wish to 
explore. Opt for flexible 
seating configurations to 
accommodate different 
needs, whether it’s carry-
ing groceries or enjoying 
a weekend getaway with 
friends. Versatility ensures 
that your vehicle adapts 
seamlessly to your evolving 
lifestyle.

2. Comfort and Conve-

nience: As empty nesters 
embark on this new phase 
of life, it’s essential to pri-
oritize comfort and conve-
nience. Look for cars with 
supportive and adjustable 
seating options, including 
lumbar support, memory 
functions, and heated seats. 
Advanced features like key-
less entry, adaptive cruise 
control, and hands-free 
liftgates enhance the con-
venience factor and make 
daily life hassle-free.

3. Safety and Peace of 
Mind: Safety is paramount 
for empty nesters. Prioritize 
vehicles equipped with ad-
vanced safety features such 
as forward collision warn-
ing, blind-spot monitoring, 
lane departure warning, and 
automatic emergency brak-
ing. These features provide 
an extra layer of protection 
and peace of mind, partic-
ularly during long trips or 
when navigating unfamiliar 
roads. Additionally, consid-
er vehicles with excellent 
crash-test ratings and a sol-
id reputation for reliability.

4. Embrace Technol-
ogy: Today’s cars offer 
a wealth of technology 

features that can greatly 
enhance the driving expe-
rience for empty nesters. 
Look for vehicles with us-
er-friendly infotainment 
systems, including smart-
phone integration, naviga-
tion, and voice commands. 
Advanced driver-assistance 
systems such as park-
ing sensors and rear-view 
cameras make maneuver-
ing and parking effortless. 
Additionally, consider ve-
hicles with innovative con-
nectivity options, like Wi-
Fi hotspot capability and 
wireless charging, to keep 
you connected on the go.

5. Fuel Efficiency and 
Sustainability: As empty 
nesters, many individu-
als embrace a greener and 
more sustainable lifestyle. 
Choosing a fuel-efficient 
or hybrid vehicle can help 
reduce carbon emissions 
while also offering long-
term cost savings. Electric 
vehicles (EVs) are also 
gaining popularity, pro-
viding an eco-friendly and 
efficient mode of transpor-
tation. Evaluate your driv-
ing habits and explore the 
growing range of environ-

The arrival of summer 
calls for exciting road trips 
and memorable adven-
tures. However, before 
embarking on your jour-
ney, it’s crucial to priori-
tize vehicle maintenance 
to ensure a smooth and 
trouble-free experience. 
In this comprehensive ar-
ticle, we present you with 
a detailed summer vehi-
cle maintenance checklist 
that covers essential areas 
to keep your vehicle run-
ning flawlessly through-
out the season.

Check Your Fluids: Flu-
ids are the lifeblood of 
your vehicle, playing a 
crucial role in its proper 
functioning. Regularly 
inspect and maintain the 
following fluids:

1. Engine Oil: Check 
the oil level and condi-
tion regularly, ensuring 
it is at the recommended 
level and appears clean. 
Change the oil as per the 
manufacturer’s guide-
lines.

2. Coolant: Inspect the 

coolant level and ensure 
it’s within the designat-
ed range. Check for any 
signs of leaks or coolant 
discoloration, as this may 
indicate a potential issue.

3. Brake Fluid: Verify 
the brake fluid level and 
its clarity. If the fluid ap-
pears dark or contaminat-
ed, it’s advisable to have 
it flushed and replaced by 
a professional.

4. Power Steering Fluid: 
Ensure the power steer-
ing fluid is at the appro-
priate level for smooth 
steering operation. If you 
notice any unusual noises 
or difficulty in steering, 
consult a mechanic for 
further inspection.

5. Transmission Fluid: 
Inspect the transmission 
fluid level and condition. 
Follow the manufactur-
er’s guidelines on when to 
change the transmission 
fluid, as it varies based 
on the vehicle’s make and 
model.

Check Your Belts and 
Hoses: Belts and hoses 

play a vital role in the 
proper functioning of 
various components with-
in your vehicle. Regularly 
examine the following:

1. Drive Belts: Inspect 
the condition of the drive 
belts, such as the serpen-
tine belt. Look for signs 
of cracks, fraying, or ex-
cessive wear. Replace 
worn-out belts promptly 
to avoid potential break-
downs.

2. Radiator Hoses: 
Check the radiator hoses 
for any bulges, leaks, or 
soft spots. A damaged 
radiator hose can lead to 
coolant leaks and over-
heating, so immediate re-
placement is necessary if 
any issues are detected.

Check Your Brakes: 
Maintaining a proper-
ly functioning braking 
system is crucial for your 
safety on the road. Pay 
attention to the follow-
ing aspects:

1. Brake Pads and Ro-
tors: Regularly inspect 
the brake pads for wear. 

If the pads appear thin 
or show signs of uneven 
wear, it’s recommended 
to have them replaced. 
Additionally, check the 
condition of the brake 
rotors for any scoring or 
warping.

2. Brake Fluid: Verify the 
brake fluid level and top 
it up if needed. Brake flu-
id should be transparent 
and free from contamina-
tion. If the fluid appears 
dirty or discolored, it 
may be necessary to have 
a brake fluid flush per-
formed by a professional.

Check Your Air Condi-
tioning: Summer heat de-
mands a functional and 
efficient air conditioning 
system in your vehicle. 
Consider the following 
steps to ensure optimal 
performance:

1. Air Conditioning Out-
put: Test the air condi-
tioning system to ensure 
it’s providing adequate 
cooling. If you notice 
weak airflow or warm air, 
have a professional diag-

nose and address any po-
tential issues.

2. Refrigerant Levels: If 
your air conditioning sys-
tem isn’t cooling proper-
ly, low refrigerant levels 
might be the cause. In 
such cases, it’s advisable 
to have the system in-
spected and recharged by 
a qualified technician.

Check Your Wipers: 
Sudden summer storms 
require reliable wipers for 
clear visibility. Pay atten-
tion to the following:

1. Wiper Blade Condi-
tion: Inspect the condi-
tion of the wiper blades, 
checking for any signs 
of deterioration, such as 
streaking or smearing. If 
the blades show signs of 
wear or are ineffective in 
clearing the windshield, 
replace them promptly.

By diligently following 
this comprehensive sum-
mer vehicle maintenance 
checklist, you can en-
sure your vehicle remains 
in optimal condition 
throughout the season.

Beat the Heat: Auto Safety Tips for Hot Summer Driving

Finding the Right Car for Empty Nesters: Embracing 
the Freedom of Choice

Summer Vehicle Maintenance Checklist: What You Need to Know

car.
8. Never Leave Chil-

dren or Pets in the Car: 
A parked car can quickly 
become a furnace in the 
summer heat. Never leave 
children, pets, or any living 
being in a parked car, even 
with the windows down.

9. Prepare for Emer-

gencies: Keep an emer-
gency kit in your car that 
includes water, non-per-
ishable food, a first-aid kit, 
flashlight, jumper cables, 
and a spare tire. Include a 
heat-specific item such as a 
parasol or extra sunscreen.

10. Avoid Driving 
During the Hottest Part 

of the Day: If possible, 
plan your drive during the 
cooler parts of the day – 
early morning or late eve-
ning. This not only puts 
less strain on your car but 
also makes the drive more 
comfortable.

Remember, as you pre-
pare for your summer road 

trip, your car also needs to 
gear up for the heat. Regu-
lar maintenance and taking 
these precautions can en-
sure you and your vehicle 
stay safe this summer. En-
joy the open road, the des-
tination, and the journey, 
all while staying cool and 
safe!

mentally friendly options 
to find a car that aligns with 
your sustainability goals.

Finding the perfect car 
for empty nesters is an ex-
citing opportunity to ex-

plore options that cater to 
your evolving needs and 
desires. Prioritizing versa-
tility, comfort, safety, tech-
nology, and sustainability 
ensures a well-rounded 

choice. Embrace the free-
dom to select a vehicle that 
enhances your lifestyle and 
allows you to embark on 
new adventures in this ex-
citing chapter of life.
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The allure of the open 
road, the freedom to stop at 
will, the joy of discovering 
unexpected gems along the 
way – there’s truly nothing 
like a road trip. However, a 
successful journey requires 
thorough planning. Wheth-
er you’re a seasoned trav-
eler or embarking on your 
first long-distance drive, 
these tips will help you plan 
a safe and memorable road 
trip.

1. Choosing Your 
Route: A well-planned 
route can make your trip 

significantly more enjoy-
able. Use online map ser-
vices like Google Maps to 
plan your itinerary. Con-
sider the distance, driving 
time, road conditions, and 
attractions you want to 
visit. Remember, the jour-
ney is just as important as 
the destination, so don’t 
hesitate to include scenic 
detours or lesser-known 
paths.

2. Packing Essentials: 
Besides your luggage, pack 
a road trip survival kit. This 
should include a first-aid 

kit, spare tire, jumper ca-
bles, flashlight, multi-tool, 
water, and non-perishable 
snacks. For comfort, con-
sider bringing pillows and 
blankets. Don’t forget char-
gers for your devices, and if 
you’re traveling with kids, 
pack enough games and 
activities to keep them en-
tertained.

3. Staying Entertained: 
Speaking of entertainment, 
a great road trip playlist is a 
must-have. Apps like Spoti-
fy let you create your own 
playlists or listen to curated 

ones. Audiobooks and pod-
casts can also make long 
drives more enjoyable. For 
families, consider tradition-
al car games that require 
minimal equipment, like “I 
Spy” or “20 Questions.”

4. Finding Accommo-
dation: Plan your over-
night stops ahead of time. 
Websites like http://book-
ing.com, Airbnb, and Expe-
dia provide a wide range of 
options from hotels to bed 
and breakfasts. For a more 
adventurous experience, 
consider camping. Apps 

like Campendium and The 
Dyrt can help you find the 
best campsites.

5. Apps and Tools for 
Road Trips: Technology 
can be a massive help when 
planning and executing 
your road trip. Here are a 
few recommended apps:

•Waze: This communi-
ty-based app provides re-
al-time traffic updates and 
road information.

•GasBuddy: Helps you 
find the cheapest gas sta-
tions along your route.

•Roadtrippers: Allows 

you to plan your route and 
find attractions, restau-
rants, and hotels along the 
way.

•iExit: This app tells you 
what services are available 
at upcoming exits – very 
useful on long highway 
stretches.

Remember, preparation 
is key to a successful road 
trip. Taking the time to 
plan will not only help you 
avoid potential setbacks but 
also enhance your journey, 
turning it into a memorable 
adventure. Safe travels!

Planning Your Road Trip: Top Tips for a Smooth Journey
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