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  My wife and I have started doing what people seem to do 
when they reach a certain age and that is we have started tak-
ing Sunday afternoon drives. We don’t drive slowly (yet) but 
we have discovered the joys of just driving to see the sights. 
And boy does West Tennessee have them! We have taken 
many pictures, and I will share some when  there is room in 
the magazine to do so. I wish we had started doing this years 
ago! Some recommendations: Pilot Knob and the Patsy Cline 
Memorial in Benton County, the “Hollow Rock” in Carroll 
County, Paris Landing State Park in Henry County. Natchez 
Trace State Park which is partially in both Carroll and Hen-
derson Counties. It’s a new tradition and one we will continue 
to enjoy, but here is a question for you all: Why wait until your 
“of age” to get out and enjoy the sights?

4  TeleHealth- A Convenient Way to See the Doctor

5  Getting to Know: DPA CEO Scott Williams 

8  The Obion County Bride

9  The Obion County Venue

10  Obion County Florals, Formal Wear, & Bakeries

12  Final Flight Outfitters = Faith, Family, & Outdoors

14  All About “Quake Lake”

16  Learn about Dyer County & Dyersburg City Schools       

18  Henry County Wings of WInter

22  Downtown Paris Offers Something for Everyone

26  Ford Mustang Mach-E Makes Debut 

29  Pickwick Lake to Host Spring Kayak Anglers

31  Stan Perkins & LOLO Reimagine “Blue Suede Shoes”

34  Lifeline Blood Services Suffers Severe Shortages

35 LBS Survivor Stories- Ina Payne Ruth

37  Lauderdale County Festivals

38  Keeping Those Big Wheels Turning at Delta Heritage

42  Paige Espey Uses Art to Deal with Tragedy

44  Remembering Carl Mann, “The Last Son of Sun”

  



Page 4  February 2021discoverWest Tennessee

Convenient access to healthcare is important, 
especially when you or a loved one are 
sick. With West Tennessee Healthcare’s 
TeleHealth program, your healthcare provider 
is as close as your smartphone, laptop, iPad 
or tablet. And TeleHealth is available for a 
wide range of non-emergency visits from 
primary care, follow-ups, specialists and even 
some urgent care. 

“TeleHealth refers to the practice of using 
telecommunications technology to evaluate, 
diagnose and care for patients remotely. In 
its simplest form, it is a healthcare visit done 
using video conferencing over the internet 
via a smart phone, tablet or laptop computer,” 
said Dr. Claude Pirtle, Chief Medical 
Information Officer and an internist at the 
LIFT Health Clinic in downtown Jackson. “It 
is a good alternative to urgent care clinics 
or emergency rooms for non-emergent 
situations and can be a good option for 
patients to obtain specialty care depending 
on the concern. West Tennessee Healthcare 
has lots of providers who offer this type of 
visit. And you don’t have to be an established 
patient to use this service. New patients can 
too.”

Dr. Pirtle has patients who live across West 
Tennessee and into Kentucky, so access 
to care is something that he knows can 
be difficult for patients. “Access to care is 
something many individuals may take for 
granted but when you are traveling an hour 
or so to see the doctor, it can be a real issue,” 
he said. “TeleHealth can really mitigate that 
in many instances. If a patient just needs a 
prescription refilled but it requires a doctor’s 
appointment or they just have questions, 
they can easily get that taken care of via 
TeleHealth and save themselves the time 
and effort of getting to the office.”

TeleHealth has other benefits besides 
convenience. When you see the doctor on 
your mobile phone or computer, you can do 
it from almost anywhere: work, home, school 
or vacation. It also means less time away 
from work or family. TeleHealth visits also 
reduce the risk of exposure to other illnesses 
because you are not in the clinic or office 
around sick patients, and that has become a 
very important issue in the current climate. 

“You are getting the same quality of care as 
you do from an office visit,” said Dr. Pirtle. 

“The doctor is in an office or dedicated room 

for TeleHealth and you will be talking directly 
to him or her. You will be answering questions, 
describing your symptoms, temperature, etc., 
which allows the physician to help pinpoint 
what is going on, just as they do in an office 
visit.”

While it may be more applicable in primary 
care, Dr. Pirtle says TeleHealth is used in a 
number of specialties including cardiology 
and cancer care.  “TeleHealth is a more 
innovative approach to healthcare, and it is 
amazing that we can do this,” he said. “The 
program really started to ramp up in March 
and since then, more than 5,000 visits have 
utilized the technology. TeleHealth is here 
to stay as a viable and convenient way for 
patients to see their healthcare provider. As 
well received as it has been by both patients 
and providers since it was introduced, I 
expect it to only continue to grow in 
popularity and in the specialties that utilize 
it.”

To schedule a TeleHealth appointment, 
call (731) 541-TELE or your provider’s office. 
Once the appointment is set, you will be 
provided a link to download an app, as well 
as a link for the actual visit. On the day of 
your appointment you will get a reminder 
text or email. About ten minutes before your 
appointment, log in on the app and wait for 
the provider, just like at the office. Co-pays 
may apply and your insurance will be billed. 

West Tennessee Healthcare’s TeleHealth 
department continues to innovate ways to 
use the technology. They are in the process 
of releasing a number of new avenues to 
connect with patients and improve the 
quality of care provided via remote patient 
monitoring and mobile health delivery, 
among many other methods. Dr. Pirtle stated, 

“We are in the process of implementing a 
number of different types of technology in 
the inpatient and outpatient setting. There 
are a lot more exciting things to come!” 

West Tennessee Healthcare TeleHealth is 
available throughout West Tennessee. For 
more information or to schedule a TeleHealth 
appointment, please call (731) 541-TELE.

Dr. Pirtle is an internist at the LIFT Health 
Clinic in downtown Jackson. Primary care 
is at the heart of what Dr. Pirtle does and 
was what attracted him to medicine. “I 
always knew I wanted to work in primary 
care as it allows you to develop a special 
and unique relationship with the patient 
and their family,” he said. “You form a bond 
with them over time which is what I find so 
important and rewarding.”

Dr. Pirtle also serves as the Chief Medical 
Information Officer for West Tennessee 
Healthcare. As CMIO, he serves as a 
liaison between physicians and information 
services in an effort to make electronic 
medical records more efficient and to 
improve the quality of care provided. A 
native of South Louisiana, Dr. Pirtle 
received both his undergraduate and 
medical school degrees from Louisiana 
State University. 
He completed his internal medicine 
residency training in New Orleans 
followed by a two-year clinical informatics 
fellowship at Vanderbilt. While in 
fellowship training, Dr. Pirtle worked 
on a multitude of projects to improve 
provider efficiency, optimize clinical 
decision support and to help improve 
access to quality care in rural areas and 
impoverished communities. 

Claude Pirtle, MD

TeleHealth…A Convenient
Way to See the Doctor
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Discovery Park of America’s President & CEO Scott Williams pictured in the park’s military exhibit.

Getting To Know: Scott Williams
jonathanMOODY

DWT Editor

  A wise man once said, 
“If you love what you do for 
a living, you will never have 
to work a day in your life.” 
This seems true in Scott 
Williams’ case. Scott was 
born in Memphis, the oldest 
of two children to Bob and 
Shirley Williams. His family 
roots go back to Haywood 
County, Tennessee, and as 
a young man he developed a 
fascination with genealogy 
and West Tennessee histo-
ry. “Both my maternal and 

paternal family lines come 
from those who traveled the 
same route in wagon trains 
from Bertie County, North 
Carolina in the early 1830s. 
They settled Revolutionary 
War land grant property in 
Haywood County that had 
formerly been Native Amer-
ican hunting ground.” 

  Scott spent much of his 
formative years in Eads, 
Tennessee where he had a 
lot of room to run around 
and explore. He built tree 
houses, rode horses, worked 
at his father’s horse barn, 
and spent as much time 

outdoors as possible. When 
not playing outside, he spent 
a lot of time drawing and 
writing. 

During Scott’s teen years, 
the family moved to Ft. 
Worth, Texas where his 
father attended Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological 
Seminary to follow a calling 
into the ministry. Scott says 
Texas was full of fun and 
adventures. “I made a lot of 
great friends in my church 
youth group, and that was 
in Texas during the ‘Urban 
Cowboy’ era, so how could I 
not have had a blast?” Scott 

displayed a strong work 
ethic early, and as a young 
person began working in a 
nursing home as a nurse’s 
aide and then in a hospital 
as a physical therapy aide/
transporter; all while still in 
high school. 

  After completing high 
school, Scott attended the 
University of Memphis 
where he majored in jour-
nalism with a concentration 
in advertising. After grad-
uation in the late 80s, Scott 
began a series of sales and 
marketing jobs in the Mem-
phis area which eventually 
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led him to Graceland and 
working for Elvis Presley 
Enterprises, Inc. “It was 
there I fell in love with 
working at a museum,” he 
says. “I also got to be part 
of some fun projects includ-
ing Elvis Cruises, the Elvis 
Cirque du Soleil show, ‘Viva 
Elvis,’ and an Elvis-inspired 
Broadway play.” Scott also 
worked with Elvis tribute 

artists and was a member of 
the team that created The 
Ultimate Elvis Tribute Art-
ist Contest that still takes 
place every year in venues 
around the world. It was 
there Scott also discovered 
a passion for the tour and 
travel business since visi-
tors from around the world 
visit Graceland each year. 
Sometimes those visitors are 

nearly as famous as the king 
himself. “I had the privilege 
of giving Elvis Costello a 
tour of Graceland once, and 
he told me he thought I had 
a fascinating job,” said Scott 
with a smile. “I replied his 
gig as a rock ‘n’ roll icon 
wasn’t so bad either!” 

  His job with Elvis Presley 
Enterprises eventually led to 
Washington D.C. and a job 

at the Newseum, a state-of-
the-art museum of the news 
and the First Amendment 
on Pennsylvania Avenue 
between the White House 
and the Capitol. “The 
Newseum created an exhibit 
on Elvis and free expres-
sion, and I was among those 
from Graceland who got 
to work on the project and 
attend the opening.” After 
spending 12 years with Elvis 
Presley Enterprises, another 
door opened for Scott when 
he was offered a job with the 
Newseum where he eventu-
ally led the organization as 
president and COO. “After 
the exhibit closed, Elvis left 
the building, and I didn’t,” 
Scott said with a laugh. “My 
wife had just completed 
her master’s degree in Art 
History, so it was a good 
time for our family to have 
an adventure.” Scott and his 
wife have two daughters, 
Alex and Liv. “We all loved 
our experience in DC, but 
to be honest, I never quite 
got over being homesick for 
West Tennessee.”

  An opportunity to return 
home presented itself when 
Discovery Park of Amer-
ica, a non-profit museum 
and heritage park located 
in Union City, Tennessee 
was searching for someone 
to lead the organization. 
On January 1, 2019 Scott 
became the president and 
CEO of the non-profit that 
was founded by Robert and 
Jenny Kirkland. “Robert 
Kirkland’s business allowed 
him to experience the world, 
and he wanted the people of 
this region to be able to have 
the same opportunities he 
had.” When asked about the 
favorite part of his job, Scott 
doesn’t hesitate. “My favor-
ite part is watching young 
people as they arrive for the 

Scott with his family left to right: Liv, Michelle, and Alex
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Scott with Discovery Park of America co-workers 
Katie Jarvis & Mary Nita Bondurant.

first time. For some of our 
visitors, this is the first time 
they see an elevator or an es-
calator.” He adds, “Imagine 
what is in store for them as 
they explore this incredible 
place.” 

  As well as leading the 
Discovery Park team, Scott 
is also an author who at 
present has had two biog-
raphies published. One is 
about Richard Halliburton 
and the other about Odd 
McIntyre. He is currently 
working on a book about 
David Crockett timed to be 
released around the iconic 
West Tennessean’s 235th 
birthday in August 2021.  
He’s also the author of a 
regional history and culture 
blog, HaywoodCountyLine.
com. 

When you speak with 
Scott Williams the joy and 
passion he has for his job 
and West Tennessee in gen-

eral is contagious. I asked 
Katie Jarvis, Discovery 
Park’s marketing and public 
relations manager about 
Scott’s leadership style. 
“With Scott’s background 
in the nonprofit sector, he 
is passionate about keeping 
our mission at the forefront. 
He is also an enthusiastic 
boss with a lot of passion 
who pushes us to strive for 
excellence in everything we 
do.”  

  Scott shared that leading 
the Discovery Park team is 
an honor and that he looks 
forward to contributing to 
the organization and serving 
the entire West Tennes-
see community for years 
to come. Scott Williams is 
indeed the perfect example 
of the saying that I opened 
this article with, “If you love 
what you do for a living, you 
will never have to work a day 
in your life.”
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Micro Weddings and Elopement Packages at
Discovery Park of America

For couples looking for a more intimate, affordable ceremony, look
no further than Discovery Park of America in Union City, Tennessee,
where the events team will help you plan the wedding of your
dreams. Choose from elopement packages, a minimony package or
a micro-wedding package.  With a 50-acre heritage park and
100,000-square-foot museum, there are many great options for a fun
and unique wedding at Discovery Park. Someone from the events
team would be happy to show you around, in person or virtually, and
help you select the perfect location.

Some of the most popular venue spots include the charming Chapel
on the south side of the property, or the covered bridge for a perfect
spring or summer wedding. Another unique space for a small
wedding is in tranquil Japanese Garden. Celebrate your wedding
with guests among prehistoric relics in Dinosaur Hall or among the
vintage cars in the Transportation Gallery. Whenever you are ready
to book Discovery Park for your elopement, minimony or micro-
wedding, the events team will be there to
ensure your wedding is perfect.

To book a tour of the venue, please reach out to Lauren Jones at
ljones@discoveryparkofamerica.com. You can also check out photos
online at discoveryparkofamerica.com/weddings.

Discovery Park of America is strictly following all recommended
health and safety guidelines for employees and guests. Please
review the general operating guidelines for rentals and events online
under venue rentals.

The Obion
County Bride

Photo by Heidi Lipford Photography

DISCOVERYPARKOFAMERICA.COM
Union City, TN 

OBIONCOUNTY.ORG

Photo by Abrea Crackel Photography
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Final Flight Outfitters Company Name Represents Core Values: 

Faith, Family, & Outdoors
  Final Flight Outfitters Inc. is a 

mail-order catalog company, e~com-
merce site, and waterfowl retail store 
located in Union City, TN. Final Flight 
specializes in retailing high-end 
waterfowl products for the consumer. 
Founded by brothers, Jon Ed, Tripp, 
& Kelley Powers, Final Flight Out-
fitters Inc. is continually expanding 
and growing rapidly to serve hunters 
throughout the country. The family 
business, which started in 1998 out of 
a storage trailer, now offers a product 
showroom of over 25,000 square feet 
which contains a large selection of 
outdoor gear including clothes, fire-
arms, ammunition, decoys, footwear, 
hunting accessories, casual clothing, 
and much more. Final Flight Outfit-
ters Inc. started as a small, mail-order 
business which mailed out annually 
around 5,000 catalogs. They have now 
increased this to an annual mailing 
of over 100,000 copies with catalogs 

being mailed to hunters in 40 different 
states as well as Canada and Mexico. 
With the catalog expansion and the re-
tail brick and mortar expansion, Final 
Flight Outfitters Inc. has seen their in-
store traffic increase tremendously in 
the last several years. It is not uncom-
mon to have customers arrive by foot, 
vehicle, and even air from all different 
parts of the country.         

  Additionally, Final Flight Outfitters 
Inc. has been the proud host for many 
nationally recognized events such as 
the televised Super Retriever Series, 
the HRC Grand, HRC Hunt Tests, US 
Open Duck Calling Contest, Grand 
American Duck Calling Contest, TN 
State Duck & Goose Calling Contests, 
and many more. Final Flight also hosts 
Tennessee state certified hunter safety 
course classes as well as conduct-
ing firearm concealed carry classes. 
These classes educate attendees about 
firearm legislation, self-defense in 

emergency situations, and safe firearm 
operation. 

Awards And Achievements: 
· Final Flight Outfitters Inc. is a for-

mer recipient of the TN Small Business 
of the Year award given by the U.S. 
Small Business Administration.

· Featured in multiple digital & 
print publications including Shooting 
Industry Magazine, National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF), National 
Rifle Association (NRA), Wildfowl 
Magazine, Ducks Unlimited, and many 
more. 

· Final Flight Outfitters Inc. was 
honored by Ducks Unlimited with the 
Outstanding Life Sponsor Award.

· Kelley Powers honored with an 
award started in Kelley’s name enti-
tled the “Kelley Powers Humanitarian 
Award.” The Live For A Cure Foun-
dation of Chicago, IL gives this award 
yearly to individuals that display 
outstanding outdoor humanitarian 
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Members of the Final Flight Outfitters family celebrate another successful hunt and day of fellowship.

efforts.
· At 21 years of age, co-owner Kelley 

Powers had already won the World 
Goose Calling Championship and the 
World Goose Champion of Champions 
forcing him to retire from this pinna-
cle-calling event. Three years later, he 
won the International Contest followed 
by the Masters, World Open, and later 
the Worldwide which collectively of all 
major contests, is a feat that has never 
been achieved by any other individual. 
His list of calling titles is endless and 
not exclusively concentrated on goose 
calling. He is also a four-time winner 
of the World Open Meat Duck calling 
event.

Company’s Community Involvement:
List of organizations that the owners 

and / or employees have been involved 
in the past few years.

· Obion County Chamber of Com-
merce Board of Directors 

· Northwest TN Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes Board of Directors 

· Weakley County Young Profession-
als

· Young Professionals of Obion 
County

· Southeastern Outdoor Press Associ-
ation (SEOPA)

· Investment in hundreds of UT 
Martin students through employment 
cultivating attitudes, character, and 
work ethic.

· Kelley Powers is MC and host for 
the World Goose Calling Champion-
ships held annually in Easton Mary-
land in conjunction with the nationally 
known Waterfowl Festival.

· Over the years, Final Flight Outfit-
ters Inc. has been a strong monetary 
donor consisting in the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars by partnering 
with many local and national organiza-
tions for their cause. It is these orga-
nizations and personalities that truly 
make our community a better place.

Their “Why” Factor:
Final Flight Outfitters Inc. makes it 

a priority to not only share what they 
do, but evermore so it is important for 
them to share why they do it. From the 
very start in 1998, they desired to hold 
onto the beauty of human relationship 
and interaction by providing relational 
customer service for the outdoor com-
munity both locally and nationally. 
With continual changing of technol-
ogy, business ethics, and how people 
shop, they never want to lose sight that 
their number one priority is growing 
a relationship with the customer and 
serving them well. They embrace these 
new changes of technology, market-
ing, media, and the ease of shopping 
online, but Final Flight Outfitters Inc. 
will always be advocates of personal 
relationships with their customers. 
Their customer’s success in the field, is 
Final Flight Outfitters Inc. success as a 
company. 
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ALL ABOUT “QUAKE LAKE”
One of West Tennessee’s Most Valuable Natural Resources

Reelfoot Lake is a shallow natural 
lake located in the northwest portion 
of the U.S. state of Tennessee, in Lake 
and Obion Counties. Much of it is 
really more of a swamp, with bayou-like 
ditches (some natural, some man-made) 
connecting more open bodies of wa-
ter called basins, the largest of which 
is called Blue Basin. Reelfoot Lake is 
noted for its bald cypress trees and its 
nesting pairs of bald eagles.

Public use of the lake and grounds has 
been preserved since it was acquired by 
the state of Tennessee in the early 1900s 
and the area was established as Reelfoot 
Lake State Park. Lake Isom, a similar, 
smaller lake to the immediate south, has 
been designated as a National Wildlife 
Refuge area. In 1966, Reelfoot Lake was 

designated as a national natural land-
mark by the National Park Service.

According to the United States 
Geological Survey, Reelfoot Lake was 
formed in northwestern Tennessee 
when the region subsided during the 
1811–12 New Madrid earthquakes, 
which were centered around New 
Madrid, Missouri.  The earthquakes 
resulted in several major changes in the 
landforms over a widespread area, with 
shocks being felt as far away as Quebec, 
Canada.

A land survey begun by Henry Ruth-
erford in 1785 identified the existent 
waterway as the ReelFoot River. The 
now extinct river flowed into the Mis-
sissippi River prior to the earthquakes 
of 1811 and 1812.  Jedidiah Morse, in 

1797, described the river as 30 yards 
wide, 7 miles from the mouth. Eliza Bry-
an, an eyewitness to the earthquakes, 
wrote in 1816 from Missouri Territory 
that an enormous lake had grown on the 
other side of Mississippi River:

Lately it has been discovered that a 
lake was formed on the opposite side 
of the Mississippi River, in the Indian 
country, upwards of one hundred miles 
in length, and from one to six miles in 
width, of the depth of from ten to fifty 
feet. It has communication with the 
river at both ends, and it is conjectured 
that it will not be many years before the 
principal part, if not the whole of the 
Mississippi, will pass that way.

 — Eliza Bryan, Letter from New Madrid, 
March 1816
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Samuel Cole Williams argued Bryan’s 
dimensions were a “fantastic exaggera-
tion typical of that time of excitement.” 
On early maps, the new lake sometimes 
took the names of Line Lake (a refer-
ence to the state boundary) or Wood 
Lake.  By 1834, ReelFoot River was 
identified as a north fork of the Obion 
River. The regional body of water then 
identified as Wood Lake was located 
from the north line of Obion county 
extending south as a marshy swamp.  
Much of the old lower portion of the 
Bayou de Chien is submerged in the 
lake. The Mississippi River beheads the 
Bayou de Chien near Hickman, Ken-
tucky while the remaining southern 
portion feeds ReelFoot Lake along with 
contributions from Reelfoot Creek and 
Indian Creek.

Radiocarbon dating of artifacts from 
the Otto Sharpe site indicate a Native 
American presence in the ReelFoot 
Lake Basin around 1650 AD. The site 
includes European artifacts. Willard 
Rouse Jillson suggested the Reelfoot 
River Basin as the location of the Mon-
soupelea settlement during Jacques 
Marquette’s exploration of the Missis-
sippi River in 1673.  An archaeological 
investigation for the Army Corps of 
Engineers in 1987 stated that Henry 
Rutherford’s survey party encountered a 
small Native American settlement near 
the Bayou de Chien, and named the 
river Reelfoot for the local leader of the 
village.

According to legend, the Reelfoot 
River, which gave its name to the lake, 
is said to be named for an Indian chief 
who had a deformed foot and was 
nicknamed “Reelfoot” by settlers in 
the early 19th century. A Chickasaw 
legend states that the name originat-
ed from a prince of a Chickasaw tribe 
inhabiting the present West Tennessee, 
who was born with a deformed foot and 
walked with a rolling motion, so was 
nicknamed Kolopin, meaning Reelfoot. 
When he became chief, Reelfoot deter-
mined to marry a Choctaw princess, 
but her father would not permit it. The 
Great Spirit warned Reelfoot that if he 
attempted to kidnap the maiden, his vil-
lage and his people would be destroyed. 
Reelfoot disobeyed the Spirit, and 
seized the princess by force and carried 
her to Chickasaw territory, where he 
arranged a marriage ceremony.

In the middle of the ceremony, the 
Great Spirit stamped his foot in anger, 
causing the earth to quake, and the 
Father of the Waters raised the Missis-
sippi River over its banks, inundating 
Reelfoot’s homeland. The water flowed 
into the imprint left by the Spirit’s foot, 
forming a beautiful lake, beneath which 
Reelfoot, his bride, and his people lie 
buried.  Though the legend is about 
the Chickasaw and Choctaw tribes that 
once inhabited the area, these tribes left 
around the early 14th century, reserving 
this area as hunting grounds.

Reelfoot Lake currently covers 15,000 

acres, with a maximum depth of 18 feet 
and an average depth of 5.5 feet.  It is 
the only large natural lake in Tennessee. 
Lake County, Tennessee, in which it is 
located, was named for it. Until 2003,  
Reelfoot was the world’s only legal com-
mercial fishery for crappie, a species 
of sunfish. It was served in restaurants 
near the shore. The area is popular for 
recreational boating, fishing, and water-
fowl hunting.

Since 1930, water levels in the lake 
have been regulated by the construction 
and operation of a spillway at the south-
ern end, where the Running Reelfoot 
Bayou flows out of it. This structure 
was controversial when first built. In 
1939 local residents attempted to blow 
it up, unsuccessfully.

In the early 21st century, the 80-year-
old spillway was regarded as obsolete by 
both the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service and the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers. They planned to re-
place it. A new spillway was completed 
in 2013 and became operational. This 
has helped regulate water levels and by 
doing so, helped the overall health of 
the lake and its   species.

The town of Samburg, Tennessee, is 
the only incorporated municipality on 
the lake’s shores.

The story of the formation of Reel-
foot Lake is told through an earthquake 
simulator program at Discovery Park of 
America, a museum 14 miles from the 
lake in Union City, Tennessee.
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Dyer County & Dyersburg City Schools:
Leaders in Innovation Both Yesterday & Today

Dyersburg-Dyer County school history museum located inside the Dyer County Historical Society

dannyWALDEN
MVP Contributor

Like many communities in West 
Tennessee, Dyer County is proud of 
our schools. Dedicated teachers and 
administrators, beautiful buildings and 
athletic fields, state of the art technolo-
gy and leading-edge curriculum along 
with strong support from parents and 
the community mark just a few of the 
aspects of our schools that makes us 
proud. In addition to the 12 city and 
county schools, Dyer County has Dyers-
burg State Community College and the 
Tennessee College of Applied Tech-
nology in Newbern. Both Dyer County 
Schools and Dyersburg City Schools are 
recognized as award winning systems 
that often lead the way when it comes 
to educational innovation. On top of 
all that, we have one of the best school 

bus, maintenance and food service 
operations in the state. Our pride runs 
deep when it comes to schools in Dyer 
County.

Now, having said all that, let me admit 
something. I attended both Dyer County 
and Dyersburg City Schools. I was a 
member of the charter class at Dyers-
burg State Community College. I began 
my teaching career in Dyer County and 
served as principal in both systems. I 
worked along side Nawasa Jonas in the 
Professional Development Center and 
learned from her and hundreds of na-
tionally recognized authors, researchers 
and lecturers as we trained those who 
worked in area schools at the PDC. I 
am probably a bit biased when it comes 
to my relationship with the schools 
and educators in Dyer County. But this 
article isn’t about me. It’s about what 
I’ve learned since I retired and became 

active in the Dyer County Historical 
Society.

The things I know about our schools 
today are from my own experience. But 
in 1986, I learned so much more about 
the schools in Dyer County. Lamar Al-
exander was the governor of Tennessee. 
He was trying to convince General Mo-
tors to bring their new Saturn automo-
bile plant to the state. One method that 
he used was a year-long event he called 
“Homecoming ’86”. All Tennesseans 
were encouraged to “come home” and do 
those things that many families used to 
do during a family reunion. The purpose 
was to show the decision makers at GM 
what friendly, hard-working families 
lived in Tennessee. It worked.     Today 
automakers Nissan, Volkswagen, Toyota 
and many of their suppliers have opera-
tions here. Our schools are part of that 
successful planning that began in 1986. 
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305 College Street
Dyersburg, Tennessee 38024

Open Tuesday’s & Thurday’s 9:00-11:00 AM  (Also By Appointment)
 (731) 676-8075                                                                            www.dyerhistory.com

A road conditions map from 1935-36, which details 81 schools in Dyer County at that time.

I was principal at Finley Elementary and 
I learned something that year, too.

  The PTO decided to incorporate 
Homecoming ’86 into the annual field 
day. A committee was formed and plans 
were made. Stories were told about 
Finley’s past and by the time field day 
rolled around, we had a full day of fun 
and hands-on learning. Ladies from 
the community demonstrated quilting, 
baked biscuits and churned butter. 
Farmers brought old tractors, cotton 
sacks, old tools and other implements. 
One farmer even brought an old “cala-
boose” that had been stored in his barn. 
There’s a whole other story about that 
item but let’s not go there right now. 

The students played ball, ran re-
lays, rode an old fire truck and walked 
through a gym full of displays and 
exhibits. There was one exhibit that 
caught my attention and started me 
on my quest to learn more about the 
schools in Dyer County.

A bus driver had brought us a map 
that he found at the bus shop. It was a 
road conditions map of Dyer County 
from 1935-36. It apparently came from 
the Tennessee State Library and Ar-
chives in Nashville. The map was inter-
esting to me because of the things that 
were not on it. Things we take for grant-
ed today. The US 51 by-pass; the levee 
along the Mississippi River; Interstate 
155 and the bridge over the Mississippi. 
All things that came along after 1936.

Interestingly though, the legend of 
symbols on the map indicated where the 
schools were located in 1936. A triangle 
indicated the location of an elementary 
school. A square indicated the location 
of a high school. A closer examination 
revealed the locations of segregated 
schools for black children. The more I 
looked at that map the more I realized 
that there were a lot of schools in Dyer 
County in 1936. I started to count the 
triangles and squares. I was amazed 
when I finished because there were 81 
schools on that map! 71 elementary and 
10 high schools.

It made me realize that our culture 
has changed. Nearly every small com-
munity in the 30s had a school, along 
with a store, a church and maybe a 
sawmill. The names of the communities 
were listed on the map. Tennemo; Gum 
Flat; Rock Springs; Ayres and Union 
Grove to name a few. Many of those 
small towns no longer exist. But the 
memory is vivid in the minds of many 
older Dyer Countians. 

  My role as president of the Dyer 

County Historical Society finds me 
back in my old high school building. 
The Dyer County Museum is located 
here and we’ve developed a room that’s 
dedicated to the schools in our coun-
ty. My favorite artifact is that 1935-36 
road conditions map. We keep copies on 
hand and give each visitor one to take 
with them. I’ve included a copy of the 

map in this article along with a few im-
ages of my old high school building and 
the school exhibit that is located here.

  I invite you to come see our museum 
and let me tell you more about Dyer 
County and its rich history. I can be 
contacted by email at dannywalden@
icloud.com. We can schedule a time 
that’s convenient for you.
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Wings of Winter Video Looks to the Future

Hundreds of wings beat the air as win-
tering waterfowl lift from the dark, still 
water. Creating an unintentional show, 
the startled birds fly a short distance, 
and decide it is safe to settle back into 
the wintery sanctuary protected by the 
Tennessee National Wildlife Refuge 
(TNWR). 

This refuge also is home to another 
winter birding event and this one is for 
people. Headquartered in Paris, TN near 
the refuge, Wings of Winter Birding 
Festival on Kentucky and Barkley Lakes 
is the largest multi-bird festival in the 
region. This year, the pandemic forced 
sponsors, Friends of the TNWR, to 
cancel its annual, three-day event that 
draws birders from across the country. 
But the Friend’s group couldn’t let it rest. 

“We felt compelled to create a project 
that celebrated the event and promoted 
what people love about Wings of Win-
ter,” says Friends President Linda Fields. 
“We brainstormed, developed an idea, 
combined our talents and resources and 
went to work. The end product is a short, 

lively video about the festival, what folks 
can expect to experience, who attends 
and why they love it.”

This Northwest Tennessee region is 
home to about 180 species of birds, and 
another 200 species regularly migrate 
through or spend the winter here, ac-
cording to TNWR Ranger Joan Howe. 
“Much of this spectacular show takes 
place in west Tennessee and western 
Kentucky in the heart of the Mississippi 
Flyway, so Henry, Benton, Stewart and 
Humphreys Counties in Tennessee, and 
Land Between the Lakes, Harmon Creek 
and Kentucky Dam in Kentucky are our 
target locations,” she says.

With footage from the refuge and 
other popular birding spots, the birds are 
the stars of this video, however it also 
features individuals whose passion for 
the outdoors, the refuge and their com-
munity leaps off the screen. 

“When folks watch this video, I think 
they’ll be surprised by the variety of 
birding opportunities at this festival, 
which include multiple field trips to 
top-rated birding sites with nationally 
recognized speakers and expert regional 
guides leading the tours,” says Ten-
nessee Valley Authority liaison (TVA) 

and field trip leader, Damien Simbeck. 
“There’s even a commercial excursion 
yacht for a birding trip on the Tennessee 
River. That’s a real treat.”

Thinking outside the box is a hallmark 
of this festival, according to Fields. “One 
trip combines Southern hospitality with 
birding for a field trip to a privately 
owned nature preserve. This area offers 
opportunities to spot everything from 
waterfowl, to woodpeckers,” says Fields. 
Aptly named “Birds and Brews,” the trip 
includes a lunch with wine made by the 
host and is capped off at a local brewery.

“After viewing this video, we hope 
folks will prepare to sign up for Wings 
of Winter 2022 when registration opens 
this fall. We also invite them to visit our 
Tennessee Wildlife Refuge headquarters 
in Springville, TN near Paris, along with 
TNWR units near Camden, New John-
sonville, Big Sandy and Dover, where 
they can support refuge’s mission of 
caring for wildlife, their habitat and the 
environment,” said Paris-Henry County 
Chamber CEO Travis McLeese.

For more information, or to view the 
video, visit www.friendstnwr.org/wingsof-
winter. 

susanJONES
MVP Contributer
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C&S Outdoor 
Power Equipment

16267 Hwy. 22N. - Huntingdon, TN

731.986.4257

All photos in this article are courtesy of Clayton Ferrell.
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If you are in the mood for some 
unique shopping, you will want to head 
to downtown Paris for one of West 
Tennessee’s most gorgeous downtown 
squares. In the mid-1990s, the down-
town area underwent major renova-
tions to bring the square back to its 
original 1920s-era style. This was cer-
tainly accomplished as now the down-
town area is bustling with business, 
particularly retail. Visit one of the 40 
merchants downtown for an experience 
to remember! 

The Paris community has long 
recognized the importance of main-
taining a vital and vibrant downtown. 
Accordingly, an informal coalition of 
City and County governments, property 
owners, life-long downtown advocates 

Downtown Paris Offers Something for Everyone
and merchants have dedicated time and 
resources toward that goal. Within the 
last twenty years the City has led the 
way by revitalizing the physical infra-
structure – replacing aged sidewalks 
and curbs with handicap accessible, 
brick accented walkways with plant-
ings, period lighting, and removing 
unsightly overhead lines. 

Many of the buildings around the 
court square provide a mix of retail and 
offices at ground level with residen-
tial on the second floor of many of the 
buildings, hence our motto, Shop/Eat/
Live. The County has renovated and 
maintained the Courthouse which is 
the anchor attraction. The courthouse 
is the oldest functioning courthouse in 
Tennessee, circa 1896.  The courthouse 
is surrounded by well maintained store-
fronts from that era and later. 

The Paris Commercial Historic 
District was added to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1988. 
This includes sections of East and West 
Wood, West Washington, North and 
South Poplar, North and South Mar-
ket, Fentress and West Blythe Streets 
in downtown Paris, Tennessee. Henry 
County is fortunate to have a strong 

tourism trade hosting numerous visi-
tors each year. Downtown Paris along 
with the Kentucky Lake area are the 
two main attractions for our visitors.

The Downtown Paris Association is 
comprised of businesses and people 
throughout the community. The Down-
town Paris Association, also known as 
the DPA, has constantly encouraged 
and worked with property owners and 
merchants to maintain and renovate 
properties.   

Each year the DPA organizes many 
events that utilize and focus on our 
picturesque downtown. In addition, the 
DPA constantly strives to work with 
the downtown businesses to promote 
the economic development of Down-
town Paris.
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Shop. Eat. Live.
Whether you are visiting our town, relocating, or retiring here, we want you to know that

more important than  any of our accomplishments or attractions, we hope that you will 

find families rooted in tradition and  businesses founded on excellence.

www.paristnchamber.com • 731.642.3431 • pariscoc@paristnchamber.com

We encourage you to support those businesses who support our community. 
Look for the Chamber sticker in the window. If you have any questions or need 

assistance with your accommodations, please contact our office.
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Ford Motor Company Unveils
 the 2021 Mustang Mach-E

The past and the future collide on the 
2021 Ford Mustang Mach-E, which is 
inspired by the automaker’s unmistak-
able pony car and powered exclusively 
by electricity. Although it shares a 
name and familiar styling cues with 
the Mustang, the all-electric crossover 
otherwise is completely unrelated. With 
two available battery sizes and either 
rear- or all-wheel drive, Ford says the 
Mach-E can provide up to 300 miles of 
driving range. Its five-passenger cabin 
is fitted with contemporary features and 
cutting-edge infotainment options as 
well as some unique cargo and storage 
solutions. While purists might call an 
electric Mustang crossover sacrilegious, 
Ford expects the name and design adap-
tation to increase interest and help sell a 
lot of copies of the 2021 Mach-E.

The 2021 Mustang Mach-E is Ford’s 

first all-electric crossover, and it was 
designed and named after the compa-
ny’s iconic pony car. The Mach-E also 
pays homage to the “Mach 1” moniker 
that has been used on high-performance 
Mustangs of old. Ford said it went with 
the name because it needed the elec-
trified crossover to be as desirable as a 
Tesla to usher in its new era of electric 
vehicles.

When the 2021 Mustang Mach-E 
finally goes on sale, we’d choose the 
Premium model. It’s expected to provide 
300 miles of driving range when paired 
with the extended-range battery and 
rear-wheel drive, but we’d still choose 
the all-wheel-drive version, which 
knocks its estimated range down to 270 
miles. Compared with the base model, 
the Mach-E Premium has more pow-
erful fast-charging capability, 19-inch 

wheels, a Band & Olufsen sound sys-
tem, a panoramic sunroof, and a power 
liftgate.

The 2021 Mustang Mach-E is avail-
able with either a standard-range (75.7 
kWh) battery or an extended-range (98.8 
kWh) pack. These feed an electric motor 
mounted on the rear or both axles. That 
latter combination creates all-wheel 
drive and on the sporty GT and GT Per-
formance models, the motors combine 
to make 480 horsepower and up to 634 
lb-ft of torque. Ford claims this will 
send the Mach-E GT Performance from 
zero to 60 mph in just 3.5 seconds. Less 
powerful models make between 255 
and 332 horses and between 306 and 
417 lb-ft. The Mach-E rides on wheels 
that range in size from 18 to 20 inches, 
and it can be had with adaptive damp-
ers for adjustable ride firmness. Now 
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that we’ve driven an extended-range, 
all-wheel-drive model, we’re happy 
to report that it’s quick and better to 
drive than most ordinary crossovers. 
However, drivers shouldn’t expect the 
Mach-E to be nearly as engaging as the 
traditional Mustang. Its quiet opera-
tion and super-smooth ride were most 
impressive.

The 2021 Mustang Mach-E has an 
EPA-estimated range of between 210 
and 300 miles, depending on the battery 
pack and type of electric motors. Every 
model also has fast-charging capabili-
ty. Every Mach-E comes out of the box 
with a Ford mobile charger that can add 
up to 30 miles of range per night with a 
120-volt outlet and up to 80 percent of 
battery life overnight with a 240-volt 
outlet. A Ford charge station can also be 
ordered online and installed by certified 
electricians, with the ability to replen-
ish 32 miles per hour and recharge the 
battery overnight.

The range-topping Mustang Mach-E 

with rear-wheel drive and the extended 
range battery boasts an EPA-estimated 
range of 300 miles. The all-wheel-drive 
version with the extended battery has 
an estimated driving range of 210 miles. 
However, there are a wider variety of 
ranges depending on the model and 
equipment, so we won’t know its re-
al-world efficiency until we can run one 
on our 75-mph highway fuel-economy 
route, which is part of our extensive 
testing regimen.

Ford’s next-generation SYNC info-
tainment system uses machine learning 
to fully customize each driver’s experi-
ence—currently it supports three driver 
profiles and one guest. The 2021 Mus-
tang Mach-E runs the software through 
a vertically mounted 15.5-inch touch-
screen that allows for easy access to 
the system’s array of apps and features. 
A benefit of the system is that Ford 
will roll out over-the-air updates over 
time, constantly improving the system 
and adding new content. Top features 

include Apple CarPlay, Android Auto, 
a mobile Wi-Fi hotspot, and a Bang & 
Olufsen audio system.

The 2021 Mustang Mach-E hasn’t 
been crash-tested by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) or the Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety (IIHS). However, the EV 
SUV is available with a wide array of 
driver-assistance technology.

Ford’s current limited and powertrain 
warranty are competitive albeit unspec-
tacular. We also expect the company to 
cover the Mach-E’s electrical compo-
nents for eight years or 100,000 miles, 
but complimentary maintenance isn’t 
included.

~Limited warranty covers three years 
or 36,000 miles

~Powertrain warranty covers five 
years or 60,000 miles

~Electric components covered for 
eight years or 100,000 miles

~No complimentary scheduled main-
tenance

211 Memorial Drive (Next to Lowe’s) | Paris, TN 38242 | 731.642.4711

2021 
MUSTANG 

MACH E



PICKWICK LAKE | HARDIN COUNTY, TN | TENNESSEE RIVER

(800) 552-FUNN

TOURHARDINCOUNTY.ORG

PROUD TO BE THE 2021 HOST SITE FOR:
 March 20 TN BASS Nation Kayak 
 April 17 TN BASS Nation HS 
 Apr 28-May 1 BASSMASTER Open 
 July 11-17 National Pro Fishing 
 July 22-24 BASSMASTER Kayak
 Sept 17-19 Hobie Kayak Bass Open
 Sept 25 National Catfish Derby
 Oct 28-30 FLW Toyota Series Championship
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Hardin County Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau continues to reel in fishing 
tournament opportunities on beautiful 
Pickwick Lake. Tourism Director Beth 
Pippin is pleased to welcome the Ten-
nessee BASS Nation Kayak Anglers to 
Pickwick Lake this spring. Anglers will 
be on the water March 20 in this unique 
challenge of kayak fishing. “We’re 
excited to have these anglers fish our 

waters”, shared Pippin. “Pickwick Lake 
has a long history in the fishing world, 
and it will provide a great setting for 
anglers and their families to enjoy.”

Tournament Director Steve Owens 
added “This series is designed to pro-
vide top level competitive kayak fishing 
for anglers to fish top level waters and 
to advance to the state championship. 
The top 10% of the field advance to fish 

BASSMASTER Kayak Series held in 
conjunction with the BASSMASTER 
Classic.”

To follow the group or to sign up check 
out TN BASS Nation Kayak Anglers on 
social media.

For more information on Pickwick Lake 
visit Tour Hardin County. 

Pickwick Lake to Host Spring Kayak Anglers



Tues. at 8 p.m. 
Feb. 16 & 23 
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Pictured left to right: Sam Perkins on the guitar with Lolo on keyboards.

Stan Perkins and LOLO Cover “Blue Suede Shoes”
 in an Exclusive Jackson Hidden Tracks Interview
“Well, it’s one for the money, two for the show. three to get ready now go, cat, go!” 

Local musicians Lauren Prichard, 
professionally known as LOLO, and Stan 
Perkins collaborated for an exclusive 
cover of the famous song, “Blue Suede 
Shoes,” written by local legend, Carl 
Perkins. The collaboration of talent was 
created for Visit Jackson TN’s newest 
music initiative, Jackson Hidden Tracks.

“We have such a rich and diverse mu-
sic scene in Jackson,” Executive Director 
of Visit Jackson TN, Lori Nunnery, said. 
“We're very excited to launch Hidden 
Tracks as a way to share the stories of 
such great musicians, and let the world 
know of all the local talent and upcom-
ing events we have.”  

LOLO and Stan met for the first time 
at Hub City Brewing for an interview 
with Jackson Hidden Tracks where they 
shared their love for Jackson and its 
musical roots, told stories, and played a 
few songs together. At the end of the in-
terview, they played “Blue Suede Shoes'' 
as a tribute to Stan’s father, Carl Perkins. 
To see the full video, which was done in 

just one take, visit www.JacksonHidden-
Tracks.com. 

“Your dad has left a tremendous im-
pression,” LOLO said to Stan Perkins, 
“not just here but all over the world.” 

The song, “Blue Suede Shoes,” was 
originally written and recorded by Jack-
son native and rockabilly legend, Carl 
Perkins, in 1955 at Sun Records in Mem-
phis, Tenn. It is considered to be one of 
the very first rockabilly records ever to 
be produced, which led to the beginning 
of classic rock ‘n’ roll music. 

“It’s a classic, and it’s timeless,” Stan 
Perkins said. “As long as people are 
listening to music, that will be played. 
Somewhere. Either by Carl Perkins or 
Elvis Presley. One of the two.”

Jackson’s not only home to rockabilly 
legends, but also home to a newer gen-
eration of musicians like singer-song-
writer LOLO who’s known for writing 
chart-topping hits like “Miss Jackson” 
and “High Hopes,” performed by Panic! 
At the Disco, as well as her vibrant sin-

gles such as “Shine” and “Not Gonna Let 
You Walk Away.” 

After years of living in New York 
City, she recently moved back home to 
Jackson where she draws a lot of her 
inspiration.

“Pretty much anything I've ever 
written that’s gone on to be any form of 
success, I've written here—not anywhere 
else, but here,” LOLO said. “And quite 
honestly, in the room of my childhood 
home.” 

Jackson Hidden Tracks is a musi-
cal initiative by Visit Jackson TN, the 
destination marketing organization 
for the city of Jackson and Madison 
county. Discover the hidden tracks of 
Jackson’s rich and diverse music scene 
by visiting www.JacksonHiddenTracks.
com. Follow Jackson Hidden Tracks on 
Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/
jacksonhiddentracks/) and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/JacksonHid-
denTracks/) to stay up-to-date on local 
shows and live concert events.



FOR THE LOVE OF TENNESSEE, TRAVEL SAFE
731.425.8333

JacksonHiddenTracks.com





  LIFELINE Blood Services has issued 
a statement about the need for more 
locations to host mobile blood drives 
across West Tennessee. 
“Due to the pandemic, many educa-
tional and industrial locations that 
would normally host blood drives have 
not been able to have a mobile drive 
since early in 2020,” said Tonya John-
son, Director of Community Services. 
“This has caused a huge problem for 
the community blood supply.” 
  January and February are often tough 
months for blood banks, as the need 
for blood increases as people head to 
hospitals for procedures that they have 
put off until after the holidays. Add in 

the impact of COVID-19, and the sup-
ply is at risk of being insufficient for 
the needs of West Tennessee’s hospi-
tals and medical helicopter sites. 
“As we near what we hope will be the 
end of this pandemic, we are asking 
local businesses and industries to 
please schedule a blood drive as soon 
as possible,” said Johnson. 
  Giving blood is safe. All precautions, 
such as masks for donors and staff, 
temperature checks, hand sanitizer, 
and questions related to COVID symp-
toms and exposure, are taken at each 
drive. Blood donations must increase 
for the safety of healthcare for our 
local patients. 

Lifeline Blood Services 
Pleads For Assistance 

With Mobile Blood Drives
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LIFELINE BLOOD SERVICES 
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Alex Haley Museum 
& Interpretive Center

Alex Haley House and Museum State Historic Site is one of the 
Tennessee Historical Commission's state-owned historic sites 
and is located in Henning, Tennessee,. It is open to the public and 
partially funded by an agreement with the Tennessee Historical 
Commission. It was originally known as W. E. Palmer House 
and was the boyhood home of author Alex Haley. He was 
buried on the grounds. The home was listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places in 1978.  In 2010, the 
site debuted the state-funded Alex Haley Museum 
and Interpretive Center which features a muse-
um and interpretive center (designed by architect 
Louis Pounders) with exhibitions covering Haley's 
life.

Above, world famous author, Alex Haley’s childhood 
home in Henning, Tennessee. Right, Alex Haley’s final 
resting place. Photos courtesy of Thomas R. Mach-
nitzki

thomasMACHNITZKI
MVP Contributer



Give your local AireServ team a call today!

1289 Atoka Idaville Road, Atoka, TN 38004 | 901-622-5050 
aireserv.com

We offer many
services including:

Call today for a FREE air quality home inspection! Get $50 off any paid service.

OUR MISSION 

To keep the air in which we live and breathe comfortable & clean.

• Residential Heat & Air 
• Commercial Heat & Air 
• Emergency HVAC Services 
• Indoor Air Quality

• Carbon Monoxide & Smoke Detectors 
• Humidifiers/Dehumidifiers 
• Air Purification 
• Thermostat Installation

Bank of Ripley  &   Bank of Tipton

WE LOVE OUR CUSTOMERS

Homestyle Service

#HomestyleService

Branch of Bank of Ripley

&

&
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Keeping Those Big Wheels Turning
at Haywood County’s Delta Heritage Center

lisaADKINS
MVP Contributor

Looking for a unique place to vis-
it?  Right off Interstate 40’s Exit 56 in 
Brownsville is the West Tennessee Del-
ta Heritage Center, a hidden gem full 
of rich history and diversity.  Recently, 
I sat down with Executive Director 
Sonia Outlaw-Clark to discuss the Cen-
ter’s exhibitions and future plans. 

“Our focus is West Tennessee’s rural 
culture, especially music,” says Clark, 
“and we try to make sure that what 
you experience here is as authentic as 
possible.” 

The building, originally a restaurant, 
was rehabilitated in 1998 in an effort 
to create a visitor’s center that would 

attract interstate travelers to take our 
back roads and visit our small towns. 

  “More than 35,000 cars a day pass 
our exit and providing a service that 
would attract a portion of those folks 
to our community seemed like the best 
way to begin tourism efforts. Back 
then Brownsville did not have enough 
to keep visitors busy for an extended 
period, so a regional approach that 
would serve us as well as our neighbor-
ing counties was a viable option … and 
still is.”

The tourist center quickly began 
to appeal to those seeking directions 
and a clean restroom (cleanest one on 
I-40, according to Clark), but what they 
weren’t expecting was a gentle glimpse 
into small town life. Guests found a 

safe place to stretch their legs and their 
minds while exploring what now is five 
exhibition areas that showcase the lo-
cal culture through music, cotton and 
the natural beauty and resources of the 
Hatchie River. Together these elements 
tell the bulk of the rural West Tennes-
see story. 

Clark was serving on the Center’s 
board in 2009 when the position of 
director became available.  “I could 
just see so much potential here and I 
wanted to be a bigger part of it. So I 
resigned my board position and applied 
for the job.”

As the successful applicant, it didn’t 
take Clark long to dive in. “I guess my 
first big initiative was the creation of 
the Exit 56 Blues Fest. Blues pioneer 

Delta Heritage Center Director, Sonia Outlaw-Clark, poses in front of some of Tina Turner’s memorabilia.
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Cotton was king of the delta during 
the early days of Haywood County.

A miniature model of a cotton gin housed inside The Delta Heritage Center.

Sleepy John Estes’ last home is part of 
our complex and his porch just seemed 
perfect as a stage for local and regional 
blues acts.”

That festival, held every Memorial 
Day weekend, has grown from an after-
noon concert to a two-day event com-
plete with car shows, arts and crafts 
and a Women in Blues tribute that 
attracts thousands of blues enthusiasts. 
The 2020 event was held virtually with 
participants tuning in from all over the 
world. Clark says she is not certain yet 
how the 2021 event will look but is sure 
it will include both in person and virtu-
al aspects.

The live music events Clark devel-
oped during her first years as director 
also helps draw attention to the mu-
sicians featured in the Center’s West 
Tennessee Music Museum – such as 
Carl Perkins, Denise LaSalle, Eddy 
Arnold, Fuel and even Elvis. 

“So many talented artists are from 
our area and we try to feature a variety 
of genres.”

There have been several recent addi-
tions to the music room, including cho-
reographer and radio personality Jazzii 
A and Conway Twitty’s drummer, Billy 
Weir, with more additions on the way.

Also on the grounds is the childhood 
school of Anna Mae Bullock, but you 
probably know her as Tina Turner. Yes, 
the “Queen of Rock” is from West Ten-
nessee. She grew up in a small farming 
community called Nutbush, just out-

side of Brownsville. Clark spearheaded 
the effort to save her school in 2012.

“It’s a long story about how all that 
happened and it was a big undertak-
ing, but when the opportunity present-
ed itself, I had to try.”

And try she did. The City of Browns-
ville agreed to move the school with 
the condition that private funds are 
raised to restore it. Clark and a group 
of supporters formed a non-profit, 
Friends of the Delta Heritage Center, 
and went about raising money for the 
restoration. 

“We were saving Tina’s school but we 
were also saving one of the few re-
maining one-room African American 
school houses left in our community. 
And then we learned that Tina’s great 
uncle, Benjamin Flagg, actually gave 
the land and helped build the school. 
The story just kept getting better.”  

According to Clark, not only did 
the local community come to the 
support of the Center’s efforts to save 
the school, but so did Tina fans from 
all over the globe. A group of young 
musicians from Muskogee Oklahoma 
were the first to say “we want to come 
celebrate Tina in her hometown.” That 
group sparked the first Tina Turner 
Heritage Days celebration and it con-
tinues with an annual celebration each 
September. 

Tina became involved in the project 
early on and the result is the world’s 
only “Tina Turner Museum at Flagg 
Grove School,” home to memorabilia, 
stage costumes and gold record awards 

from her personal collection. The 
newly restored school opened its doors 
in 2014. 

By now I bet you’re wondering what 
cotton and the river has to do with 
the music culture. Let’s start with the 
Hatchie River. 

The Hatchie River room features 
fresh water aquariums and exhibits 
that showcase the wildlife and unique 
ecosystem that make this river the last 
“wild” river in the lower Mississippi 
system. River travel in the early days 
took the cotton from the rural commu-
nities to Memphis and eventually to 
other markets. Before that it was used 
by the Native Americans, specifically 
the Chickasaw, as their prime hunting 
and fishing grounds.

“The Chickasaw were the first in-
habitants of this area and we consider 
them West Tennessee’s first musicians. 
Future exhibits will tie in their musi-
cal styles and instrumentation to our 
areas music heritage.”

Agriculture is still essential to our 
local economy and the West Tennessee 
Cotton Museum explores early cotton 
production and ginning process. It 
was the cotton fields and the songs 
of enslaved African Americans that 
have influenced our popular music of 
today, such as Blues. Exhibits are being 
planned that will incorporate their 
music and stories into the cotton room. 

It’s no wonder the Delta Heritage 
Center has quickly morphed into a mu-
sic heritage destination under Clark’s 
direction.
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Pictured Above: A view into The West Tennessee Music Museum located inside the center.

Pictured Above: Some of the artwork that graces the walls of The Delta Heritage Center, located in Haywood County.

“One of the best things about the 
job is meeting people from all over 
the world and sharing a little bit 
of our rural life with them,” added 

Clark.
The West Tennessee Delta Heri-

tage Center is located at 121 Sunny 
Hill Cove in Brownsville TN, just 

off I-40 at Exit 56. To learn more, 
visit westtnheritage.com, connect on 
Instagram and Facebook, or call 731-
779-9000. 
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Tina Turner’s childhood school, Flagg Grove School. The home of blues legend Sleepy John Estes.
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A Carroll County artist painted one 
of the ornaments for the Christmas tree 
that stood in the Tennessee residence of 
Gov. Bill Lee and his wife, Maria Lee,  
this year.

Paige Fisher Espey of Huntingdon 
used her artistic talent to paint Carroll 
County’s official ornament. Each of 
the state’s counties had a hand painted 
ornament on the tree.

She explained that Carroll County is 
an area of Tennessee that is sprinkled 
with farmland.

“I enjoy the open fields because it 
makes it easier to see the sky…and in 
return, rainbows that are emphasized in 
the painting on the ornament.” 

Her husband, Will Espey, is a cot-
ton farmer in Carroll County, and 
his father and mother, Allen and Jen-
nifer Espey, own a cotton gin.

“This may have something 
to do with my seeing so 
many rainbows after 
my brother passed 
away,” she said. 
“Farmers defi-
nitely have 
a habit of 
“keeping 
an eye on 
the sky”… 
and if my 
husband 
ever 
sees a 
rainbow, 
he always 
texts me to 
tell me to go 
outside and 
look up.

She says she 
uses her artwork 
as a creative outlet to 
express the contradicting 
emotions that she personal-
ly experienced during the loss of her 
brother, Will Fisher.

Paige Espey Uses Art 
to Cope with Loss Of Brother

shirleyNANNEY
MVP Contributor
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“My work explores the parallels between the painting pro-
cess and the grieving process, as both are inconsistent and 
extremely messy,” she said. “Both require a lot of attention 
while also allowing freedom for growth. My paintings exude 
joy while the juxtaposition of black and white represents the 
up and down pattern of feeling experienced in the midst of 
heartache.”

In the month Paige’s brother passed away, she saw 
15 rainbows, with one appearing directly over the 

funeral home after his burial. 
“On the darkest days of my life, these 
rainbows somehow bring me a peace 

that I cannot explain,” said Paige. “In 
my paintings, I use acrylic paints, oil 
pastels, ink pen, watercolors, and 

soft pastels layered on top of acrylic 
adhesive to create an abstract im-
age that triggers positive emotions. 
The rainbows often rest on top 

of a darker, looming background, 
with the bright colors remaining 

the main focus. Marks of darker oil 
pastels are layered on top of the colors 

to suggest that the pain which accom-
panies loss never fully disappears, yet it 

dissipates over time.” 
  She says In the way that rainbows are 

formed after darkness and rain, the concept behind 
her rainbow paintings was born after incomparable loss. 

“The paintings serve as a reminder that because of death, 
we have life,” she said. “They serve as a symbol of joy and 
hope because there are brighter days coming, if we can 
change our perspective.”   

She mentioned that she enjoys the acrylic and pastel me-
diums, as they allow layering without the fear of error. I

“If I make a mark I do not like, I can simply cover it up 
with a different color or texture,” she said. “I don’t have too 
many rules to follow, which is calming. I find great peace 
painting in our backyard shed that we converted into my 
home studio. The space is bright, healing and inspiring.“

She says the intention behind her work is to influence the 
way people view grief and to encourage positive action after 
loss. 

About Paige
Paige grew up in Union City and attended Union City 

High School. She received her bachelor’s and master’s de-
gree in Speech-Language Pathology from the University of 
Tennessee at Knoxville. 

After her graduate school comprehensive exams, Paige 
needed a creative outlet. It was in 2016 that she started 
painting and selling watercolor cards as a hobby. Her paint-
ings have developed more depth and meaning over the past 
few years, allowing her to paint on a part-time basis, instead 
of just on the nights and weekends. She still enjoys working 
with children and adults with special needs when she can. 

Paige currently resides in Huntingdon with her husband, 
and baby son, three dogs, one cat, and five chickens. She 
says that living in a rural area helps keep her mind focused 
on her work. In her free time she likes to thrift shop and sell 
vintage items though her small business, Little Yellow Door.

discoverWest Tennessee
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REMEMBERING CARL MANN
 “The Last Son of Sun”

ronPARK
MVP Contributor

Carroll County lost one of its most 
well-known, and loved, native sons 
recently as rockabilly music legend Carl 
Mann passed away at the age of 78.

Mann died on Wednesday afternoon, 
Dec. 16 at Jackson-Madison County 
General Hospital.

Funeral services for Mann were held 
at Chase Funeral Home in Huntingdon 
on Sunday, Dec. 20, and he was interned 
at Palmer Shelter Cemetery.

According Mann’s niece, Andrea 
Gulledge Salazar of Huntingdon, her un-
cle contracted COVID-19 about a month 
ago, but ultimately it was a urinary tract 
infection turned septic that took his life.

“Although he wasn’t in the best of 

health, we weren’t expecting this,” said 
Salazar. “We are going to miss him so 
much.”

And Mann will not only be missed by 
his family and close friends.   Over the 
years, his music has been enjoyed by 
millions all over the world, and he has 
been a big influence on many songwrit-
ers and musicians, particularly in the 
rockabilly scene.

In the later part of his career, Mann 
frequently performed for his hometown 
crowd at The Dixie in Huntingdon.

Mann was born back in 1942 to the 
late Tommie Mann and Iva (Smothers) 
Mann, and during his childhood, the 
Mann family lived out on Highway 
70 near the Leach Community – right 
across the street from the childhood 
home of Huntingdon Mayor Dale Kelley.   

And, according to Kelley, both he and 
Mann attended the former Tate Ele-
mentary School, which has since been 
converted into a church.
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“I’ve known Carl since we were in the 
fifth grade together. We became friends 
and remained friends for life,” said 
Kelley. “I was very sorry to hear of his 
death. He meant a lot to this area, and 
he has been a real celebrity for Carroll 
County.”

Mann started showing his talent for 
music at a young age, singing in church 
and playing guitar and piano in local 
talent shows. He released his first single, 
“Gonna Rock and Roll Tonight,” in 1957 
on Jaxon Records with “Rockin’ Love” 
on the B side. 

He continued to release several singles 
on Jaxon, but his career hit the next 
level when Carl Perkins’ drummer, W.S. 
“Fluke” Holland, became his manager, 
and the legendary Sam Phillips, owner 
of Sun Records in Memphis – the same 
record company that first recorded art-
ists like Elvis Presley, Charlie Rich, Roy 
Orbison, Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins, 
and Johnny Cash – signed Mann to a 
three-year contract.

In 1959, Mann’s first and most 
successful single with Sun Records, a 
rockabilly version of Nat King Cole’s 
“Mona Lisa,” reached No. 24 on the U.S. 
R & B Singles chart and No. 25 on the 
Billboard Hot 100.

Mann’s follow-up singles were not as 
successful as “Mona Lisa,” and after his 
1960 LP release, Like Mann sold poorly, 
he began to withdraw from the music 
business and served for a time in the 
U.S. Army in 1964. After releasing his 
single, “Down to My Last I Love You,” 
on Monument Records, which did not 
do well, Mann put his music career on 
pause for nearly a decade.

In 1974, Mann made a comeback as a 
country artist, releasing several singles, 
including “Twilight Time,” which made 
it into the Top 100. Then in 1977, he 
landed a deal with a Dutch record label, 
put out two albums that included both 
live performances and studio record-
ings, and did some touring in Europe 
during the 1980s.

After that, Mann took a long break 
from music and returned to Carroll 
County to run the family logging 
business, but he came out of music 
retirement in 2005, doing numerous 
performances at The Dixie as part of the 

Huntingdon Hayride and Fun On The 
Farm Jamborie events in conjunction 
with 100.9 FM.

Former radio personalities Kelly 
Green and Chris Lash remember those 
comeback days for Mann and both 
played a hand in helping Mann to revive 

his musical career.   At that time, Green 
was a morning show host with 100.9 
FM, and Lash was owner of The Farm’s 
sister station, 1530 AM in Huntingdon.

“Any time we had him on the show, it 
was an instant sellout. People would ab-
solutely love it,” said Green. “And what a 
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Call Huntingdon Town Hall with any questions: 

731.986.2900

Carroll County 1,000 Acre Recreational Lake

405 Boyd’s Landing Road
Huntingdon, TN 38344

Carroll CountyWatershed AuthorityCarroll CountyWatershed Authority

731.986.5540 | contact@cctarl.com

Your destination for �shing, water sports, and more!Your destination for �shing, water sports, and more!

Where You Could Be Today!Where You Could Be Today!

great 
guy. He lived to play for his hometown 
crowd, and they loved him just as 
much.”

According to Lash, the Huntingdon 
Hayride was originally conceived as way 
to promote Mann’s career.

“It was an honor to be his friend and 
business partner on many projects,” said 
Lash. “He was one of the kindest, most 
giving guys you’ll ever meet. I never saw 
him get mad, and he always had a great 
sense of humor.”

Lash also said that Mann would have 

been a much bigger star in his early days 
if he had been better promoted by the 
record companies.

“In my opinion, he is one of the most 
underrated artists in the history of rock 
and roll and country music. I think his 
early career could have been huge,” said 
Lash. “He was such a talent.”

Lash said he was glad to see Mann 
finally receive a Gold Record for one 
million copies sold of his “Mona Lisa” 
single during a 2006 ceremony at The 
Dixie. That same year, Mann was in-
ducted into the Rockabilly Hall of Fame 
in Jackson.

According to local musician Ernie 
Smothers of Hollow Rock, he never had 
the privilege of performing with Mann, 
but he has spoken with him on a few oc-
casions and he described Mann as “very 
genuine and down to earth.”

“We talked a lot about Johnny 
Cash,” said Smothers. “My daddy was 
a sawmill man and so was his. He was 
humble but he had a lot of talent and 
a lot of drive. I just think he had to go 
away for awhile before he could come 
home a hero.”

Smothers has performed with another 
West Tennessee music legend, Carl Per-
kins, and Smothers said Perkins always 
spoke very highly of Mann.

Mann continued to perform for the 
next few years, both in the U.S. and 
overseas, and in 2008, Mann, Holland, 
and Rayburn Anthony released a CD 
together entitled Rockabilly Highway. 
A book chronicling Mann’s life and 
musical career, The Last Son of Sun, was 
published in 2011.
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In communities without healthcare,
it’s easy to feel lost.

In communities without healthcare,
it’s easy to feel lost.

Today, many Americans must choose between living in the small towns they 
love and being near quality healthcare. Our mission is to ensure you can do 
both. With 7 hospitals, nearly 1,000 providers, and comprehensive rehabilita-
tion services all across West Tennessee, the care you trust is close to home. The Care You Trust, Right Here. 


